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HONEY MARKET FOR THE MONTH OF OCTOBER, 2016 

IN VOLUMES OF 10,000 POUNDS OR GREATER UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED 
Prices paid to beekeepers for extracted, unprocessed honey in major producing states by packers, handlers & other large users, cents  

per pound, f.o.b. or delivered nearby, containers exchanged or returned, prompt delivery & payment unless otherwise stated. 

- REPORT INCLUDES BOTH NEW AND OLD CROP HONEY - (# Some in Small Lot --- +Some delayed payments or previous commitment) 

 

CALIFORNIA     

             Avocado  Extra Light Amber $1.65   

             Cotton Extra Light Amber $1.65 - $1.80 

             Cotton Light Amber $1.65 - $1.80 

             Orange Extra Light Amber $2.30   

             Sage White $2.30   

             Sage Light Amber $1.80   

             Valley Extra Light Amber $1.70   

             Valley Light Amber $1.65 - $1.75 

DAKOTAS     

             Alfalfa White $1.60 - $1.70 

             Alfalfa Extra Light Amber $1.60 - $1.70 

             Alfalfa Light Amber $1.60 - $1.70 

             Buckwheat Extra Light Amber $1.70   

             Buckwheat Light Amber $1.60 - $1.70 

             Capper Light Amber $.70   

             Canola White $1.65 - $1.70 

             Canola Extra Light Amber $1.70   

             Clover White $1.65 - $1.80 

             Clover Extra Light Amber $1.65   

             Sunflower White $1.65   

             Sunflower Extra Light Amber $1.65 - $1.70 

             Wildflower Extra Light Amber $1.65 - $1.70 

FLORIDA     

             Brazilian Pepper Light Amber $1.60   

             Orange Blossom Extra Light Amber $2.20   

             Palmetto Light Amber $1.60   

             Wildflower Light Amber $1.60   

GEORGIA     

             Cotton Extra Light Amber $1.60   

             Wildflower Light Amber $1.60   

HAWAII 

  

  

             Macadamia Light Amber $1.60   

             Wildflower Light Amber $1.60   

IDAHO     

             Wildflower Light Amber $1.60 - $1.68 

             Wildflower Amber $1.60 - $1.70 

LOUISIANA     

             Tallow Light Amber $1.60   

MICHIGAN     

             Star Thistle White $2.00   

MISSISSIPPI     

             Wildflower Light Amber $1.60   

MINNESOTA 

  

  

             Alfalfa White $1.70   

             Basswood White $1.65   

             Canola White $1.65   

             Clover White $1.65   

MONTANA     

             Alfalfa White $1.65 - $1.70 

             Alfalfa Extra Light Amber $1.65 - $1.70 

             Canola White $1.70   

             Clover White $1.65 - $1.70 

             Knapweed Light Amber $1.55   

NEBRASKA     

             Clover White $1.65   

OREGON 

  

  

             Alfalfa White $1.65   

             Clover White $1.65   

WASHINGTON     

             Buckwheat Light Amber $2.25   

WISCONSIN 

  

  

             Basswood White $1.65   

             Basswood Extra Light Amber $1.70   

             Cranberry Extra Light Amber $1.65   

     

Prices paid to Canadian Beekeepers for unprocessed, bulk honey by 

packers and importers in U. S. currency, f.o.b. shipping point, containers 

included unless otherwise stated.  Duty and crossing charges extra.  Cents 

per pound. 

            Canola White $1.00 - $1.03 

            Mixed Flowers White $1.03 - $1.06 

Prices paid to importers for bulk honey, duty paid, containers included, 

cents per pound, ex-dock or point of entry unless otherwise stated.  

             ARGENTINA     

                  Mixed Flowers White $0.91 - $.98 

                  Mixed Flowers Extra Light  $0.88 - $.98 

                  Mixed Flowers Light Amber  $0.84 - $1.07 

             BRAZIL     

                  Orange Blossom Extra Light $1.96   

                  ORGANIC Extra Light $1.86 - $1.89 

                  ORGANIC Light Amber $1.58 - $1.88 

                  ORGANIC Amber $1.71 - $1.89 

             INDIA     

                   Mixed Flowers Light Amber $0.84 - $.88 

                   Mustard Amber $1.13   

                   ORGANIC Light Amber $1.75   

             MEXICO 

                       Orange  Extra Light $1.91   

                   

  

  

             VIETNAM     

                  Mixed Flowers Light Amber $0.80 

                    Mixed Flowers Amber $0.73 - $1.09 

             UKRAINE 
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                  Sunflower White $.88 - $.90 

                  Sunflower Extra Light $.88 - $.90 

                  Sunflower Light Amber $.88 

  

                  Sunflower Amber $1.19 

  URUGUAY 

                      Mixed Flowers Light Amber $.84 

   

 

COLONY, HONEY PLANT AND MARKET CONDITIONS DURING OCTOBER, 2016  

 

 

APPALACHIAN DISTRICT (MD, PA, VA, WV): October was the fourth driest on record. A few showers passed through the District; however, the 

precipitation with those showers wasn?t enough to alleviate dry conditions. Pollen and nectar levels are low as a result and the production of honey was 

very low. Colonies were productive for most of the summer, but honey production and also brood rearing was very low, and beekeepers are finding 

colonies with dead bees or bees that are gone. Beekeepers and State Inspectors are attributing higher levels of varroa mites may be the culprit especially 

in colonies that were not treated. The weather has been on a roller coaster ride, which is somewhat typical of the area where highs are in the eighties one 

day and change to highs in the fifties the next and back again. Beekeepers with healthier colonies continue to offer supplemental food due to light honey 

stores. 

 

ALABAMA: Alabama continues to be in a drought situation.  The fall crop bloomed right on schedule, but nectar production was obviously reduced.  

Experienced  beekeepers commented on the absence of the classic odor of goldenrod honey being produced by their colonies.  Overall, Alabama bees are 

not bad condition.  The Small Hive Beetle (SHB) continues to disrupt beekeeping for some while others are addressing Varroa control issues.  As was 

reported last month, oxalic acid use is now approved in AL.  As expected, there is considerable interest in when and how to use the product now that the 

newness of the approval is wearing off. 

 

ARIZONA: Temperatures in Arizona were at above normal levels every week during the month of October.  The range in statewide temperatures for the 

month was from a high of 102 degrees Fahrenheit in Buckeye to a low of 19 degrees Fahrenheit in Teec Nos Pos.  During the month of October, the last 

week of the month saw 24 out of 50 reporting stations receiving precipitation. The previous weeks in October saw no more than 3 stations receiving 

precipitation in any one week period. Out of the 50 reporting stations, 9 are at above normal precipitation levels for the year, with 41 stations at below 

normal levels for the year. 

       The main nectar and pollen sources for bees in the state during the month of October was desert plant bloom, cantaloupes and honeydews.  Demand 

for honey was good. 

 

ARKANSAS: Pollen and nectar sources received in the month of October were from asters and other later bloomers.   Conditions of the colonies were 

generally good. Weather conditions showed slightly above normal temperatures with little rainfall.  Supply and demand are both good.        

  

CALIFORNIA: The month of October began with above normal temperatures, with overnight lows slightly above average, as well.  By mid-month, 

temperatures began to cool and a few light, scattered showers dotted parts of the Sierras and the desert areas.  A dry and warm pattern settled briefly, 

before a storm system brought rain throughout most of the state.  Snow fell in the Sierras with anywhere from 1-4 inches accumulating.  Heavier snowfall 

amounts were seen at the highest elevations in the northern mountains, including Mt. Shasta, with some areas receiving as much as 8-12 inches of snow 

at isolated spots.  Rain fell throughout the state as the month came to a close.  Southern California received between a quarter and half inch of rain, the 

agricultural areas of the San Joaquin Valley received up to one inch of rain and the northwestern coastal mountains reported six to eight inches of rain. 

       The preparation of the hives for winter is now complete and bees are now located on their winter locations.  The bees are now spending most of their 

time clustered inside their brood chambers.  On the milder days, an occasional flurry of bee activity is still occurring.  The colonies now need to be left 

alone for the next three winter months, in preparation for upcoming almond pollination.  The bees are in relative good health.  Supplemental feeding of 

bees has begun through the state due to limited blooming plants.  There is a limited amount of natural pollen being collected. Water has been supplied for 

the bees.   

 

FLORIDA: Florida has been hit by two hurricanes in the past two months. Hermine in September on the West coast and Matthew in early October on the 

East coast. This adversely affected Brazilian Pepper honey production dramatically in Florida. Heavy rains washed off pollen throughout most of the 

state ending the season about two weeks earlier than normal. Some people have estimated Brazilian Pepper honey yields to be about 20% of normal on 

the West coast and it is expected to be similar or possibly worse on the East coast. Prices have not risen yet in response to the shortage as other supplies 

of honey, primarily imported, are available and remain around $1.60 per pound. Temperatures were warm and about normal until late in the month when 

they were slightly below normal for the last week or ten days of the month. Varroa mites continued to be a problem for many beekeepers and treatments 

were being applied. Supplemental feeding was necessary, earlier than normal, because of the heavy rainfall. Scattered quantities of Spanish Needle, 

Goldenrod and a few other wildflowers were about the only sources of nutrition before the end of the month. Maple and willow will not be available until 

late December. The next major source of honey production will be orange blossom next March. Beekeepers will be busy for the next couple of months 

splitting hives and preparing for California almond pollination which is expected to begin in early February. Most bees will be moved to California 

before the last week of January to allow them time to acclimate to their new surroundings before the start of almond pollination season. Demand for 

honey remains good with light stored supplies of mostly Brazilian Pepper honey and about steady prices. Producers are storing the honey in anticipation 

of eventually higher prices for a short crop. 

 

GEORGIA: Weather conditions throughout the state has had an effect on the bees. The southern part of the state had high winds and rain from Hurricane 

Matthew, while the rest of the state had drought like conditions. Most of the wildflowers and goldenrod have been light and sporadic and the bees have 

had to consume most of the honey in the hives left after the fall pull. Supplemental feeding is a must and beekeepers are preparing the hives for the 

winter months ahead.  

       Problems with Varroa Mites have shown up in many areas especially in the untreated hives and steps are underway to keep them under control. The 

hives that have been treated on management programs fare much better and little problems are reported. The dry conditions also seem to play in as a 

factor as well as some have reported the bees seem to be a little stressed with the dry weather and little chance of rain expected. The dry conditions have  

Prices have increased slightly with offerings of $1.75 to $2.00 for bakery grade honey. 

 



National Honey Report – Vol. XXXVI - #11                                    Page 3                                                                 November 17, 2016 
IDAHO, COLORADO, UTAH: During the month of October temperatures were above normal over Idaho, Colorado and Utah.  Precipitation was above 

normal in Idaho and below normal across Utah and Colorado, according to the National Weather Service.  According to the U.S. Drought Monitor, the 

Eastern part of Colorado, Western parts of Idaho and Utah had abnormally dry conditions in October.  Normal moisture conditions are present in the rest 

of Idaho, Eastern Utah and Western Colorado. 

       All commercial beekeepers in Idaho, Colorado and Utah have finished extracting the 2016 honey crop season. The production of honey this year was 

very poor across Colorado and Utah with near average production in Idaho. The dry weather was a major contributor to the poor honey yields. There 

were some spotty hives this summer and fall where the health of bees in Idaho were very poor. Additional problems with queen bees for some Colorado 

beekeepers not only contributed to lower honey yields, but to losses of up to 40 percent of bees in some cases. With the absence of viruses, Colorado 

beekeepers are not sure at this point, the other reasons for their extreme losses this season. Overall, summer and fall loss of bees in Utah and Idaho were 

very minimal this year. Some commercial beekeepers are so use to having issues with their queen bees that they now carry extra queens with them at all 

times when maintaining their bee yards. When beekeepers check bee yards, if a problem is detected, a replacement can be substituted on an as needed 

basis. 

       Commercial beekeepers have completed fall feeding. In many cases the last round of supplemental feeding was based on an as needed basis. 

According to commercial beekeepers, most of their bees that remain alive at this point, are looking very healthy and heavy at this time. Varroa mites 

seem to be under control across the three State area now, but not without a struggle and multiple treatment applications in both Idaho and Utah. Varroa 

mites were not an issue in Colorado for many commercial beekeepers this season. 

       Commercial beekeepers from Utah and Colorado have mostly completed shipment of their bee colonies to either California or other southern 

locations.  Commercial beekeepers in Idaho will start placing their bees in storage sheds starting in November or earlier if the weather turns cold. 

        Overall demand for Idaho, Utah and Colorado honey is still very good and exceeds the supply due to the short crop of honey in Idaho, Utah and 

Colorado this season.  Current commercial prices for white honey range from $1.65 to $2.10 with a mostly price of $1.65 to 1.70 per pound depending 

upon quality and quantity.  Some commercial beekeepers are having great success by retailing their own honey. As commercial beekeepers continue in 

their struggle to find enough foraging land to site their bee colonies, one issue that is very important to beekeepers in the Western States is access to 

public lands. Even though access has been directed by Presidential directives to allow more access to beekeepers onto public lands, these directives are 

not being carried out on the local level. A lot of the public land not currently utilized by beekeepers is simply going to waste according to commercial 

beekeepers. 

 

ILLINOIS:   The weather for October has been good overall and there is a need for more rain.  Treatment for mites has begun. The bees are in good 

condition as they go out on cleansing flights.   Some foliage still remains, such as white and purple aster and a few goldenrod. Demand for honey is good 

at the retail level and fairly good at wholesale level.  Prices are generally unchanged.   

 

INDIANA:  The weather for October has been good with many warm days with above average temperatures and below average rainfall. Beekeepers 

report their bees in good condition and prepared for winter.  Some beekeepers continued supplemental feeding of their bees. Beekeepers with mite 

problems have begun treating their hives.  Demand for honey is good and demand exceeded supply at the retail level and demand was fairly good at the 

wholesale level.  Prices are generally unchanged.   

 

IOWA, KANSAS, MISSOURI, NEBRASKA: Weather conditions were mild and dry as unseasonable high temperatures were recorded. State 

temperatures averaged nearly five degrees above normal and rainfall were nearly three inches below normal. Bees were out foraging remaing fall 

ornamental sources for nectar. Beekeeper are reporting mixed results of the honey crop and mite damage to broods. Most drones have died or left the 

hive as queen egg production has decreased sharply. Mite treatment is recommended going into the fall management. Beekeepers were very busy 

preparing for overwintering. Demand remains good and prices remain strong   

 

KENTUCKY: October was a surprisingly warm and dry month for Kentucky beekeepers.  The state still has not had its first frost.  Bees brought in nectar 

in all regions from asters, smartweed, goldenrod, and boneset.  Due to the sustained warm temperatures, hives were vulnerable to small hive beetle much 

later in the year.  Also, because the sustained warm temperatures meant queen bees continued to produce brood throughout the month, beekeepers have 

held off treating with oxalic acid.  Varroa mites have been visible during routine hive inspections.  As 2016 hive counts and honey reports begin to be 

tabulated, there were not as many hive losses as last year among the commercial beekeepers.  With the unseasonable warm weather lasting well past 

October, beekeepers will need to monitor honey stores as the hives go into winter cluster.      

 

LOUISIANA:  Pollen and nectar sources received in the month of October were from wild flowers.   Colonies were in fairly good condition with only a 

few losses reported.  Weather conditions saw little rain, and above normal temperatures.  Supply is adequate while demand remains high. 

 

MICHIGAN:  Commercial beekeepers have shipped their colonies to southerly locations, namely Florida.  Populations appear in excellent health, with 

losses less this season on average 15% from one year ago.  Honey prices have been steady, although slightly softer than a year ago as we go into fall.  

Wholesale prices (by the semi load) range from $2.00-2.25 per pound in 55 gallon drums.    Back in Michigan, beekeepers have prepared hives for 

overwintering, with supplemental feeds and wrapping hives. The warmer temperatures has allowed some late pollen collecting, although beekeepers are 

leaving stores with the hives for supplemental feeding during the winter months.  Honey sales at local markets have picked up slightly, generally due to 

the seasonal change. 

 

MINNESOTA: During the month of October temperatures were above normal across the entire State. Precipitation was below normal in Northern 

locations and above normal in Southern areas of the State, according to the National Weather Service.  According to the U.S. Drought Monitor, moisture 

conditions are normal over the entire State of Minnesota.  

       Most commercial beekeepers have completed extraction of honey for the season. Reports continue to come in about the short honey crop from the 

2016 honey production season across Minnesota.  The short crop was highly influenced by the weather this year.  Considering the on and off bountiful 

rains that fell during the growing season, little benefit was obtained from these rains for honey production.  The timing of the rains came at the time of 

maximum bloom for the basswood trees and 2nd crop of alfalfa, thus preventing good flight conditions for worker bees to gather available nectar.  One 

beekeeper stated that the 2016 honey crop was the shortest he had ever seen.  

        Commercial beekeepers have finished their fall mite treatment.  It would appear after several varroa mite treatments that varroa mites are now under 

control.  This is an improvement from September. Some bee losses of up to 50 percent can be attributed to the excessive mite loads that built up during 

the production season.  However, many commercial beekeepers attribute a great deal of additional losses this season to carelessness of insecticide 



National Honey Report – Vol. XXXVI - #11                                    Page 4                                                                 November 17, 2016 
applications in the vicinity of bee yards. One commercial beekeeper stated that, “The system is not set up for properly reporting these untimely spray 

events. Spraying during mid-day only maximizes the loss of bees.”  In many cases like the one just mentioned, bees are killed on contact and never even 

make it back to the bee yard.  The beekeeper further stated that, “It would be a great idea of any incident reporting techniques include collecting foliage 

samples so the level of toxicity and type of spray utilized could be accurately determined. The future of the bee industry is dependent upon this moving 

forward.”   Beekeepers have been feeding sucrose syrup and pollen patties on an as needed basis in preparation for going into the off season.   There is 

also a looming concern among beekeepers about the insect growth regulators (IGRs) that are being utilized in treating mosquitoes for the Zika virus and 

the effect that they will have on the commercial bee business 

        Overall some colonies still look good and some do not.  Commercial beekeepers will start moving their bees to Southern States, Idaho or California 

starting the first week of November.   The Idaho location is a staging location in-route to California for the 2017 almond pollination season. Overall 

demand for Minnesota honey is still very good and exceeds the local domestic production capacity.  Current commercial prices for white honey range 

from $1.70 to $1.80 per pound. 

 

MISSISSIPPI:  The bees are reported to be in good shape heading into the fall and winter months. The expected Goldenrod flow and wildflowers is light 

due to lack of rain and drought in some areas. The beekeepers will be supplemental feeding to keep the bees in top condition for the cold weather coming 

up soon.  Prices have remained steady at $1.80-2.00 per pound for wildflower honey. 

       Year round treatments for mites and other problems have kept the hives and bees in good condition and beekeepers are continuing management as 

currently needed. No major problems reported. 

 

MONTANA:  No report issued. 

 

NEW ENGLAND: New England weather for the month of October exhibited relatively warm seasonal temperatures, mild conditions, with 

daytime highs in the 60’s and the latter part of the month experienced cooler temperatures with sporadic rainfall. Soil moisture levels were 

well below normal for the year generally in all parts of the region. Hurricane Matthew doused most of southern New England with salt 

laden rain and will force many nectar and pollen sources to quickly diminish by the end of the month hence the fall bloom has ended. The 

usually lush New England fall leaf color bloom seemed to be subdued this year.  This month’s main nectar and pollen sources have been 

mustard cover crop, coreopsis, sweet pepper bush, purple loosestrife, fall aster, buckwheat, Indian silk, button bush, globe thistle, 

especially golden rod and an assortment of wild weeds such as joe-pyeweed, pickerel weed, jewel weed, Japanese knot weed and various 

fall wildflowers. There has been plenty of pollen available in most areas from golden rod. Honey flow and colony populations were 

advancing significantly early on with the bees working hard and creating a strong population buildup with most keepers reporting overall 

that their hives are looking strong for over wintering. 

       Most beekeepers are now in the process of combining weak colonies to form strong ones and have mouse guards in place. 

Additionally, keepers see the advantage to winter over in 2 deeps for a faster spring buildup. In many cold regions, some honey robbing 

between hives occurred due to the depleted nectar supplies and food sources. Currently there is egg lying by all queens with slightly larger 

egg patterns. Some keepers reportedly were looking for queens because they thought that their hives were queen less. However, queens 

will stop lying if there is no nectar coming in. Carniolan and Russian bees are very conservative layers during a nectar dearth and all bees 

will utilize their honey stores when short on nectar is being brought in. Hives heavy with honey have exhibited tremendous growth in 

brood populations. Purportedly, this condition will result in lowering the honey inventory. At this point in time, there is not enough time 

left to replenish the previous level of honey stores. Most keepers have found light reserves, so are feeding and placing fondant as 

something to fall back on as most of the feeding has finished for the season. Keepers are feeding with sugar syrup (2:1) and feeding 2 

gallons per hive before clustering. Reportedly, bees are taking sugar syrup at a rate of 5-10lbs per week per hive. Nectar gathering seems 

to be on a sabbatical in favor of sugar syrup.  

       In New England, the daylight hours are getting shorter and the night time hours are getting longer. Many keepers have finished their 

IPM (Integrated Pest Management) programs in order to have a successful over winter result. Keepers are administrating treatments to 

combat the various disease killers such as varroa and tracheal mites, wax moth, chalkbrood and American foul brood. The most popular 

treatments currently being used are mite away strips and pads, apiguard and formic acid. Additionally, keepers are using Terramycin for 

the prevention of American foul brood. Many keepers claim that this summer’s heat, humidity and dry weather helped reduce mite loads 

which supports the sage apiarist’s hypothesis that hot and dry weather seasons produce fewer mite problems. This season has proved to be 

a good season with light varroa/tracheal mite populations, and few disease issues.  

       Hobbyists reported generally speaking, that their colonies have exhibited a mixed bag in honey production results. Most are reporting 

moderate honey yields for this season. Yields are connected to weather conditions and nectar sources. It is difficult to generalize about 

success or underachievement on the efforts of beekeepers honey results, as it is the local environment and the work the bees do that 

determines the quantity, quality and taste. The criterion of moisture content, clarity and taste determines how honey is graded for quality. 

       Most keepers report colonies to be in good condition and entering the winter with plenty of bees however, moderate on honey and 

pollen. Many New Englanders feel that they did not even have a winter last year.  

       Demand at the local farm stands for all local honey has been phenomenal and prices are strong. Demand at all retail/wholesale outlets 

remains good and honey sales remain firm. Prices quoted for retail 1lb bottled units were strong and quoted at $9.00 to $12.00 mostly 

$10.00 and occasionally higher inclusive of all varieties; for food service operations prices were strong with 5 gallon units selling at 

$200.00 to $245.00 mostly $220.00 occasionally higher for all raw and natural honey depending on variety and quality. Prices and 

demand for regional honey has been excellent.  

       Prices vary but prices quoted exclusively for white, cleaned beeswax are steady and for 1lb block units at $5.50 to $5.75 mostly $5.50 

and for 50lb block units at $4.75 to $5.00 mostly $4.75. White wax is the most expensive. Most hobbyists like a canary yellow color for 

candle making with the color being determined by pollen and honey color. Gray colored utility wax can be bought for less. Price quotes 

taken for bulk orders above 50lbs are $2.20 to $3.50 mostly $3.50 for white/light, cleaned beeswax. Retail wax prices are $16.00-20.00, 

mostly $20.00 a pound cleaned.  
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NEW YORK:  Despite a dry spring and summer, fall rains arrived in time to allow a good (not great) goldenrod harvest. Yards near Bamboo, Fallopian 

Japonica also produced good amounts as these plants are often associated with riparian areas which were the last to dry during the drought.  Bamboo 

looked good along stream beds even though many streams were dry into October this year.  It has been a difficult year as small hive beetles have been 

reported in the area, as well as the wax moth, preying on weak hives.  As temperatures cool, hives appear in “OK” condition, although there is an 

unsettling amount of deformed wing virus and evidence of disease as hives remove brood and undeveloped pupae as they prepare for winter clusters.  

The hives have plenty of weight, even though the goldenrod was not as strong as normal. Rumblings have continued over high wholesale prices being 

offered for spring and early summer honey; prices overall are strong and reflect a summer not nearly as good as previous seasons.   The drought affected 

the early light honey production and this shortage is what has created the better price: $2.50 per pound for light (spring/summer), while goldenrod (amber 

or dark) honey is bringing $2.25-2.30 per pound depending on color.  Cooler temperatures stimulate honey sales.  Why this is could be a great marketing 

mystery!  Sales at local markets have increased and retail pricing remain strong and stable.   Local beekeepers are preparing hives for overwintering; 

wrapping the hives and providing supplemental feeding where necessary. 

 

NORTH CAROLINA:  Temperatures in North Carolina were mostly above normal throughout October.  Precipitation varied by region with the Coastal 

Plains, Central and Eastern Piedmont receiving flooding rains by way of Hurricane Matthew; while the Western Piedmont and Mountain regions 

remained dry.  Overall, statewide soil moisture levels were rated 3.5 percent very short, 17.5 percent short, 65 percent adequate, and 14 percent surplus 

the week ending October 29.  The North Carolina Drought Management Advisory Council reported 10 counties as being abnormally dry, 11 counties 

experiencing moderate drought conditions, 10 counties suffering from severe drought conditions, and 4 counties experiencing extreme drought 

conditions. 

       Colony losses due to severe flooding in the Coastal Plains region during and after Hurricane Matthew are still being determined at this time, but are 

expected to be significant.  According to apiary inspectors, disease pressures were moderate for this time of year.  Unfortunately, the fall nectar flow was 

very light and some beekeepers began supplementing hives in an effort to boost winter stores.  Where available, bees could be seen working Aster 

throughout the state; Heartsease, Smartweed was available in the Piedmont region as well as Goldenrod which stretched east to the Coastal Plains region. 

       Consumer demand for honey remained high as supply remains light.  Retail prices at the Raleigh State Farmers’ Market remained steady and were: 

$8.00 per 8 ounce jar, $13.00 per 16 ounce jar, $22.00 per 32 ounce jar, and $18.00 per 44 ounce jar.  Prices at the Piedmont Triad Farmers’ Market in 

Greensboro were: $8.00 per 8 ounce jar, $12.00 per 16 ounce jar, and $20.00 per 32 ounce jar. 

 

NORTH & SOUTH DAKOTA: The weather is cooling off and rain fell in many areas delaying harvest at times although most were still ahead of the 

average. Honey production is mixed depending on location but better than last season in most areas. Beekeepers were moving bees to their winter homes. 

 

OHIO:  Recent temperatures have been favorable for bee flights and taking advantage of very late blooms, although not much being harvested.  Most 

beekeepers are preparing the hives for winter, with lots of supplemental feeding to make up for the short fall flow.  Both carbs and proteins are in short 

supply.  Varroa/virus collapse fairly common in the area as some beekeepers waited too long to treat.  Goldenrod flow was very disappointing.   Honey is 

not abundant as beekeepers left what honey they had in the hives rather than harvest; many beekeepers are already sold out.  Prices did not peak because 

the crop sold so fast.  Farm market sales remain brisk, with prices at the local level strong.  Retail (grocery stores) prices are sharply lower, with virtually 

no US honey on the store shelves. 

 

OKLAHOMA:  Pollen and nectar sources received in the month of October were from asters, alfalfa, early winter wheat, and sun flowers.   Conditions of 

the colonies were in generally good.  Weather conditions showed slightly above normal temperatures with little rainfall.  Supply and demand are both 

reported to be good.        

 

OREGON: No report issued. 

 

SOUTH CAROLINA:  No report issued. 

 

TENNESSEE: In Tennessee the month of October was extremely hot and dry. Very little nectar was collected from goldenrod and asters. Most 

beekeepers have been feeding their bees to build them up for winter after the extremely hot dry summer. Beekeepers not checking their colonies have 

been losing them to starvation due to the lack of natural nectar sources and extreme temperatures. 

 

TEXAS: Feeding the bees has begun.  Several colonies are looking a bit scrawny, and beekeepers have serious doubts whether they will survive the 

winter.  Foraging seems to be fairly light, because the bees are taking both sugar water and pollen patties with beekeepers hoping to build up the hives a 

bit before winter sets in.  Having said that, some beekeepers also note that some strong colonies are doing well, and may be need to be split by next 

spring! 

 

WASHINGTON: Harvest continued in full swing winding down as October continued. The weather has generally been moderate with some periods of 

rain, heavier in the Western portion of the state. Beekeepers were preparing bees for winter or moving to their overwinter homes. Some supplemental 

feeding was going on. 

 

WISCONSIN: The weather has been good for October with warm temperatures and higher than normal rainfall.  Beekeepers continue to test for mites 

and those showing them present are being treated. Beekeepers report that there is no more wild foliage for their bees.  Some beekeepers have finished 

feeding their bees, while others continue to feed them.  Most beekeepers report that their bees are in good condition and with the warm weather the bees 

are going out on cleansing and orientation flights.  Demand for honey is good at the retail level and fairly good at the wholesale level.  Prices are 

generally unchanged. 
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U.S Exports of Honey By Country, Quantity, and Value 
 

 Year to Date  SEPTEMBER 2016 

 Quantity Value Quantity Value 

  Kilograms Dollars Kilograms Dollars 

COMB & NATURAL HONEY PACKAGED FOR RETAIL SALE - - -      
Argentina 1,322 3,210 1,322 3,210 

Bahamas, The 3,283 12,972 0 0 

Bahrain 62,286 151,188 29,529 71,676 

Barbados 13,177 71,629 1,159 8,010 

Bermuda 12,675 59,892 0 0 

Cambodia 999 7,686 0 0 

Cayman Islands 2,238 13,272 0 0 

China 359,405 1,223,258 23,759 52,382 

Guyana 2,612 22,662 0 0 

Hong Kong 16,533 53,080 3,026 7,344 

Japan 126,808 441,061 33,529 108,040 

Jordan 733 3,676 0 0 

Korea, South 243,845 1,041,186 0 0 

Kuwait 293,449 717,311 59,251 146,563 

Lebanon 408 3,221 0 0 

Leeward-Windward Islands(*) 721 7,627 0 0 

Malaysia 353 4,613 0 0 

Mongolia 2,464 9,440 1,814 4,404 

Netherlands Antilles(*) 11,950 78,520 1,641 13,284 

New Zealand(*) 1,772 4,302 0 0 

Nigeria 199 3,445 199 3,445 

Pakistan 35,704 136,230 17,395 91,788 

Panama 25,947 139,426 1,796 10,764 

Philippines 446,378 1,088,536 0 0 

Saudi Arabia 15,574 69,813 0 0 

Singapore 73,221 195,562 0 0 

United Arab Emirates 364,438 907,846 58,171 146,263 

Vietnam 675 6,963 0 0 

Yemen(*) 296,391 1,106,404 39,862 284,440 

     

 

NATURAL HONEY, NOT ELSEWHERE INDICATED 

OR SPECIFIED - - -      
Australia(*) 77,899 284,273 16,329 84,960 

Bahamas, The 27,603 157,279 2,612 8,457 

Barbados 12,843 59,177 909 4,892 

Bermuda 11,429 70,521 1,038 8,254 

Brazil 19,108 62,622 0 0 

Cambodia 3,122 22,704 0 0 

Canada 575,836 2,588,572 36,884 199,701 

Cayman Islands 2,388 13,284 0 0 

China 92,201 325,953 2,531 10,087 

Dominican Republic 2,536 9,520 0 0 

France(*) 11,923 28,940 0 0 

Hong Kong 60,840 314,282 1,152 8,692 

Indonesia 19,113 50,750 0 0 

Jamaica 1,815 5,915 0 0 

Japan 70,127 293,069 15,836 100,808 

Jordan 394 4,659 0 0 

Korea, South 8,640 15,999 0 0 

Kuwait 410 2,928 0 0 

Lebanon 2,239 10,836 2,239 10,836 

Leeward-Windward Islands(*) 567 2,510 0 0 

Mexico 34,836 147,180 4,354 12,096 

Netherlands Antilles(*) 4,401 33,412 0 0 

Philippines 12,782 76,020 934 6,510 

Saudi Arabia 4,664 13,442 572 3,512 

Singapore 10,310 62,787 632 4,503 

Taiwan 81,180 172,260 0 0 



National Honey Report – Vol. XXXVI - #11                                    Page 7                                                                 November 17, 2016 
Trinidad and Tobago 3,492 10,192 0 0 

United Arab Emirates 22,787 86,603 618 2,822 

Venezuela 18,597 34,410 0 0 

Vietnam 653 4,820 0 0 

     

GRAND TOTAL 3,610,295 12,548,950 359,093 1,417,743 

 

 

U.S Imports of Honey By Country, Quantity, and Value 

  
 

Year to Date  SEPTEMBER 2016 

 Quantity Value CIF Value Quantity Value CIF Value 

 Kilograms Dollars Dollars Kilograms Dollars Dollars 

 

WHITE HONEY – NOT PACKAGED FOR RETAIL SALE - - -     

Argentina 5,982,778 13,403,391 13,818,593 448,743 848,602 890,709 

Brazil 321,156 1,111,029 1,144,044 18,300 31,110 33,610 

Canada 7,778,930 20,464,561 20,657,304 882,029 2,203,822 2,232,225 

Dominican Republic 195 2,232 2,455 0 0 0 

Egypt 3,419 18,375 18,766 0 0 0 

France(*) 5,900 14,546 15,383 5,364 9,374 9,969 

Hungary 18,880 102,896 107,396 18,880 102,896 107,396 

India 258,509 546,143 570,525 0 0 0 

Italy(*) 9,251 92,607 106,840 0 0 0 

Mexico 1,213,354 4,219,254 4,263,574 107,528 334,139 337,145 

New Zealand(*) 9,199 19,985 33,301 0 0 0 

Serbia 1,106 6,442 6,445 0 0 0 

Taiwan 211,093 418,900 435,135 37,154 80,940 83,870 

Turkey 9,297 62,761 62,762 0 0 0 

United Kingdom 1,858 13,779 14,256 0 0 0 

Uruguay 37,311 93,465 93,835 0 0 0 

       

 

EXTRA LIGHT AMBER HONEY – NOT PACKAGED FOR RETAIL SALE - - -     

Argentina 12,272,370 27,407,415 28,350,928 1,803,319 3,341,021 3,507,968 

Australia(*) 54,906 215,932 220,992 0 0 0 

Brazil 307,130 1,107,425 1,152,017 57,029 223,115 225,507 

Canada 283,251 1,107,155 1,112,762 4,013 14,452 14,455 

France(*) 3,470 55,175 60,411 247 3,457 5,034 

India 8,360,541 17,204,270 17,970,385 527,476 912,877 958,981 

Italy(*) 6,367 33,913 36,245 0 0 0 

Mexico 996,147 3,577,039 3,633,694 54,642 171,011 173,056 

Pakistan 18,519 48,160 48,900 0 0 0 

Portugal 2,308 14,637 15,131 0 0 0 

Spain 18,560 96,411 100,911 0 0 0 

Taiwan 829,424 1,772,215 1,774,017 24,150 82,111 82,311 

Thailand 835,650 2,031,164 2,080,344 0 0 0 

Ukraine 4,383,466 9,988,468 10,442,859 954,752 1,634,158 1,758,136 

Uruguay 45,956 156,248 159,348 0 0 0 

Vietnam 583,802 1,443,363 1,546,218 24,125 82,026 89,096 

       

LIGHT AMBER HONEY – NOT PACKAGED FOR RETAIL SALE –      

Argentina 6,243,613 11,875,657 12,346,253 975,921 1,578,787 1,644,705 

Armenia 14,028 71,681 78,086 0 0 0 

Australia(*) 13,064 208,645 210,320 0 0 0 

Austria 57,158 552,122 592,885 5,924 58,779 62,819 
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Brazil 1,156,135 3,788,855 3,970,001 94,565 348,570 362,603 

Bulgaria 2,286 8,700 9,583 0 0 0 

Burma 427,800 914,853 968,343 0 0 0 

Canada 373,153 919,337 927,510 37,034 93,292 93,742 

China 1,069 6,375 6,376 0 0 0 

Croatia 2,126 11,158 11,497 0 0 0 

Dominican Republic 189,724 582,285 604,939 27,930 87,675 90,525 

France(*) 315 8,292 8,845 0 0 0 

Germany(*) 430,053 2,310,060 2,404,218 38,105 197,950 208,450 

Greece 2,540 18,165 19,147 0 0 0 

India 12,049,053 24,389,667 25,229,841 1,638,958 2,724,200 2,856,809 

Israel(*) 708 7,280 7,515 0 0 0 

Italy(*) 10,377 120,493 123,833 6,011 47,159 49,143 

Laos 19,500 33,150 34,931 0 0 0 

Malaysia 19,200 48,000 48,001 0 0 0 

Mexico 530,040 1,701,317 1,728,382 93,553 206,784 214,624 

New Zealand(*) 208,567 672,693 688,593 144,094 353,029 355,004 

Pakistan 1,084 8,325 9,157 0 0 0 

Poland 1,253 7,672 8,919 0 0 0 

Romania 1,207 8,187 10,012 0 0 0 

Russia 8,250 19,247 19,454 0 0 0 

Spain 12,291 102,583 104,653 800 7,142 7,248 

Switzerland(*) 257 3,893 3,894 0 0 0 

Taiwan 18,560 26,170 28,170 0 0 0 

Thailand 2,723,086 6,133,933 6,406,836 220,600 402,867 414,413 

Turkey 1,693,140 5,126,293 5,565,243 0 0 0 

Ukraine 1,034,157 2,524,414 2,737,970 93,422 208,312 228,662 

Uruguay 1,591,563 3,210,755 3,295,400 37,952 60,202 61,671 

Vietnam 20,008,858 36,334,669 38,261,989 2,848,058 4,294,439 4,548,350 

       

 

NOT OTHERWISE SPECIFIED OR INDICATED ---       

Albania 275 2,112 2,477 0 0 0 

Argentina 406,389 844,072 863,130 56,015 91,534 94,895 

Australia(*) 2,243 18,491 19,391 0 0 0 

Brazil 151,261 523,113 546,369 18,975 62,553 67,553 

Bulgaria 2,166 10,951 11,314 1,362 8,863 8,866 

Canada 160,781 443,280 447,636 68,052 219,271 222,521 

China 55 2,970 3,045 0 0 0 

Croatia 1,807 3,426 3,427 0 0 0 

Dominican Republic 125,321 304,104 314,260 3,413 9,000 9,579 

France(*) 8,351 90,337 95,493 2,592 8,384 8,632 

Greece 27,746 195,305 208,974 0 0 0 

Hungary 2,956 18,114 19,614 0 0 0 

India 195,524 548,593 568,263 15,200 29,998 31,391 

Israel(*) 5,222 46,359 48,864 0 0 0 

Italy(*) 10,151 122,681 126,569 391 4,432 4,555 

Korea, South 979 8,409 8,661 0 0 0 

Lithuania 2,792 13,425 14,425 0 0 0 

Mexico 207,729 658,060 668,022 21,640 69,996 72,020 

New Zealand(*) 377,287 4,703,420 4,817,808 36,620 462,229 467,367 

Pakistan 3,844 17,230 18,160 1,706 6,945 7,470 

Poland 11,634 71,514 79,023 0 0 0 

Russia 21,811 77,989 84,256 0 0 0 

Saudi Arabia 9,353 71,030 73,490 0 0 0 

Sierra Leone 58,590 160,230 175,230 0 0 0 

Spain 47,273 296,385 306,645 637 2,654 2,883 
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Taiwan 144,441 432,117 452,157 0 0 0 

Thailand 18,300 27,267 27,449 0 0 0 

Ukraine 62,074 136,270 149,610 14,500 21,460 23,606 

United Arab Emirates 2,010 2,671 2,905 0 0 0 

United Kingdom 24,697 236,234 251,921 1,100 25,680 25,744 

Vietnam 7,297,504 12,017,449 13,035,117 1,149,834 1,502,415 1,640,504 

Yemen(*) 102 11,200 12,883 62 7,200 8,219 

       

       

       

COMB AND RETAIL HONEY –        

Argentina 1,042 18,336 20,336 1,042 18,336 20,336 

Armenia 4,204 46,381 48,068 0 0 0 

Australia(*) 19,724 162,146 165,221 0 0 0 

Austria 7,580 91,300 100,600 336 3,910 4,199 

Belarus 2,705 14,917 16,570 1,425 7,278 8,006 

Brazil 10,027 75,540 77,043 1,593 11,333 11,442 

Bulgaria 158,722 535,703 564,569 12,735 40,973 43,104 

Canada 151,286 854,575 860,046 32,277 167,871 168,408 

Cyprus 1,925 10,234 11,713 0 0 0 

Denmark(*) 3,898 32,831 33,576 0 0 0 

Dominican Republic 9,325 24,835 26,203 0 0 0 

Egypt 14,293 29,272 30,779 0 0 0 

France(*) 257,089 1,662,972 1,737,700 24,679 173,830 176,734 

Germany(*) 130,219 827,364 865,411 12,066 80,287 83,212 

Greece 44,797 550,377 560,524 9,831 129,340 132,593 

Guatemala 11,360 56,900 59,109 0 0 0 

Hungary 70,853 589,941 612,519 0 0 0 

India 714,899 1,936,807 2,018,836 177,244 420,017 442,801 

Israel(*) 7,629 48,360 50,949 0 0 0 

Italy(*) 22,817 291,488 303,883 583 7,251 7,347 

Korea, South 187 7,000 9,320 0 0 0 

Lebanon 1,650 21,075 22,219 0 0 0 

Lithuania 9,300 37,940 41,733 0 0 0 

Mexico 63,773 209,821 216,496 2,798 14,872 15,043 

Moldova 8,427 33,353 36,709 442 2,821 3,103 

New Zealand(*) 791,215 8,511,932 8,643,527 26,060 352,656 359,123 

Poland 11,845 67,479 71,892 0 0 0 

Portugal 19,531 137,688 143,863 3,432 28,944 30,596 

Romania 22,285 69,398 78,646 2,676 16,161 19,002 

Russia 65,735 300,599 330,659 2,046 10,062 11,068 

Saudi Arabia 3,332 22,042 22,047 0 0 0 

Serbia 5,732 47,223 50,365 272 3,522 3,773 

South Africa 1,904 27,254 27,312 1,904 27,254 27,312 

Spain 236,467 1,617,094 1,700,976 18,890 126,897 135,600 

Switzerland(*) 5,844 97,152 102,794 196 3,355 3,605 

Taiwan 89,132 138,893 145,382 1,560 13,810 14,218 

Turkey 109,844 749,836 782,239 10,486 39,683 49,250 

Ukraine 63,637 205,348 226,067 0 0 0 

United Kingdom 3,734 26,664 27,862 0 0 0 

       

 

FLAVORED HONEY –        

Australia(*) 921 145,098 146,452 0 0 0 

Belgium-Luxembourg(*) 12,941 315,331 328,921 0 0 0 

Canada 378,986 541,607 542,208 113 3,092 3,139 

China 20,000 61,600 64,007 0 0 0 

Denmark(*) 340 32,671 33,219 193 30,613 31,160 

Dominican Republic 20,042 210,994 212,921 1,357 16,755 16,962 

Finland 109 7,433 8,969 0 0 0 

France(*) 10,752 19,390 20,961 0 0 0 
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Greece 3,220 19,706 20,560 133 12,048 12,446 

India 104,264 238,165 249,543 15,200 29,998 31,391 

Ireland 1,382 14,239 15,307 0 0 0 

Italy(*) 385 14,307 14,899 0 0 0 

Korea, South 249,702 3,230,278 3,286,134 16,183 81,535 84,410 

Malaysia 864 3,000 3,110 0 0 0 

Mexico 123,393 1,187,433 1,194,364 58,512 530,886 533,313 

New Zealand(*) 410 6,622 8,072 410 6,622 8,072 

Peru 911 5,580 5,922 0 0 0 

Taiwan 15,107 34,228 36,435 1,373 3,511 3,738 

Thailand 25,635 103,364 105,118 0 0 0 

Turkey 915 4,744 4,859 0 0 0 

Ukraine 1,052 9,685 10,418 0 0 0 

United Kingdom 272 8,089 8,590 0 0 0 

       

 

ORGANIC HONEY –        

Argentina 49,748 201,298 206,564 0 0 0 

Australia(*) 17,917 139,967 145,713 0 0 0 

Brazil 12,862,780 45,584,851 47,155,087 1,056,946 4,054,714 4,199,213 

Canada 914,491 3,701,611 3,714,316 141,601 538,351 539,895 

Denmark(*) 898 7,424 7,845 0 0 0 

Dominican Republic 37,712 151,322 156,079 18,856 76,908 79,293 

Greece 1,212 26,390 29,133 0 0 0 

India 37,331 125,075 127,782 18,600 65,100 65,850 

Italy(*) 11,967 115,177 118,726 582 7,914 8,587 

Mexico 792,360 2,715,160 2,766,637 84,900 276,900 281,650 

New Zealand(*) 52,167 319,717 341,768 0 0 0 

Spain 1,561 18,959 19,491 0 0 0 

Taiwan 57,420 102,016 102,216 0 0 0 

Vietnam 37,120 54,400 60,262 0 0 0 

Zambia 18,300 25,090 25,091 0 0 0 

       

GRAND TOTAL 122,121,541 310,409,181 322,124,622 14,382,309 30,712,322 32,073,035 

 

Notes: 

1. Data Source: Department of Commerce, U.S. Census Bureau, Foreign Trade Statistics 

2. All zeroes for a data item may show that statistics exist in the other import type. Consumption or General. 

3. (*) denotes a country that is a summarization of its component countries. 

4. Users should use cautious interpretation on QUANTITY reports using mixed units of measure.  
    QUANTITY line items will only include statistics on the units of measure that are equal to, or are  
    able to be converted to, the assigned unit of measure of the grouped commodities. 

5. The CIF Value is not included within the 13th month data loads. This means that the CIF Value will be zero (0)  
    for any records that are inserted during this process. 

6. Product Group : Harmonized 

 


